The phenolic acid compositions of 37 species of sainfoin collected in the flowering period on the territory of the Northern Caucasus and Central Asis have been studied by twodimensional chromatography on paper in the solvent systems i) 2% acetic acid and 2) butan-l-.l--acetic acid-water (4:1:5).
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On analyzing the chromatographic results on the phenolic acid composition of the sainfoins, attenation was attracted by the fact that ~ob~chis ta~itica Sprengel is distinguished from the others by the number and size of the spots on the chromatograms, and therefore it was subjected to a more profound chemical study.
The comminuted raw material of the epigealpart of the plant was exhaustively extracted with 70% ethanol in the water bath. The combined extracts were concentrated in vacuum, diluted with water, and treated successively with chlOroformand ethyl acetate. The ethyl acetate extract was dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate, filtered, and concentrated, and the residue was chromatographed on a column of polyamide sorbent. Elution was performed with hexane and with hexane-ethyl acetate in ratios of 9:1, 8:1, 7:1, and so on down to 3:1, followed by recrystallization from aqueous or aqueous ethanolic solutions. Three substances (I-III) were isolated and identified. 
